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Bug Bytes

W elcome to Bug Bytes, our newly 
resurrected entomology newsletter to 
be published quarterly. 

It’s been an exciting year. Our ento-
mology department last November 
was named the best in the country 
by the Chronicle of Higher Education, 
considered the top news and job-
information source for college and 
university faculty members, adminis-
trators, and students.

We’re pumping up our bee biology 
program. We received a $100,000 
research donation from Häagen-Dazs, 
which includes funding for a Häagen-
Dazs Post-Doctoral Fellowship.  

Our faculty and researchers are 
widely sought by the news media for  
their expertise: Good Morning Amer-
ica (Eric Mussen),  

(Susan  Cobey); National Public Radio 

the  Discovery Channel and Animal 
Witness
Science Foundation videotaped Walter 
Leal discussing his Japanese  beetle/
pheromone research and the New York 
Times, Washington Post and BBC fea-
tured his mosquito/DEET research.

Our graduate students excel. In mid-
July three of our doctoral  candidates, 

and Yao Hua Law, received a  total 
of $30,000 in scholarships from the 
Center for Biological Control at UC  
Berkeley.  Nate Hardy won the Kinsella 
Memorial Prize, given annually  to an 
outstanding graduate student advised 
by a College of Ag faculty  member.  

Professor Bruce Hammock just
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Insect virus researcher Michelle 
Flenniken, a postdoctoral scholar in 
the Department of Microbiology and 
Immunology, UC San Francisco, is the 
newly selected Häagen-Dazs Postdoc-
toral Fellow at UC Davis.

“We’re hoping that her expertise in 
molecular virology will lead to under-
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For alumni, faculty, students, staff and friends Summer 2008

received the 2008 UC Davis Dis-
tinuished Teaching award for Gradu-
ate and Professional Teaching.  
 

standing one of the factors contribut-
ing to colony collapse disorder and 
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Jon Jessen of Yuma, Ariz., class of 
1956 and a pioneer in sustainable pest 
control and agricultural practices, 
recently received a UC Davis Distin-
guished Alumni Achievement Award, 
one of six awarded annually by the Cal 
Aggie Alumni Association. 

Jessen founded the now international 
Gowan Company, an agricultural 
chemical company based in Yuma.   

(himself) to 600.

From the Gowan Web site at www.

family-owned registrant and mar-
keter of crop protection products and 
champions technology for agriculture 

and horticulture through innovative 
product development, public advocacy 
and quality production.”  

Jon Jessen

Jon Jessen:  Alumni 
Achievement Award

 
 
L ooking for that perfect entomological 

t-shirts, books, insect art prints, insect 
candy, and posters of California drag-

insect. 

You can see what’s available at www.
bohartmuseum.com. Purchases at the 

Education Programs and Services.

Lynn Kimsey, professor of entomology 
and chair of the Department of Ento-
mology,  directs the Bohart Museum.  

For more information, call (530) 752-
0493 or e-mail senior museum scientist 
Steve Heydon at slheydon@ucdavis.edu.  

The Perfect Gift
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International Honor for Bruce Eldridge; Harry Hoogstraal Medal
Medical entomologist Bruce Eldridge, 

whose military and academic career 
spans 52 years, received the interna-
tional Harry Hoogstraal Medal for 
Outstanding Achievement in Medi-
cal Entomology in a ceremony last 
November at the American Society 
for Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
(ASTMH) meeting in Philadelphia.   
He is one of only 15 entomologists ever 
to receive the award, and the third at 
UC Davis. 

Eldridge retired from UC Davis in 
2000 as professor of entomology and 
director of the statewide UC Mos-
quito Research Program. However, he 
continues his work with vectorborne 
diseases at the UC Davis Center for 
Vectorborne Diseases on Old Davis 
Road. (Web site: http://calsurv.org)

UC Davis entomologists William Re-
isen and �omas Scott, who nominat-
ed Eldridge for the award, described 

Eldridge’s career as “outstanding.” El-
dridge developed administrative pro-
grams in both military and academic 
environments; advanced research in 
mosquitoes and the arboviruses they 
transmit, culminating in 153 publica-
tions; and mentored 13 doctorate and 

postdoctoral students and other young 
scientists.

�roughout his career, Bruce has 
remained “the consummate profes-
sional, always representing himself, his 
country, his state and his university at 
the highest professional and personal 
level,” they wrote. Eldridge served as 
chair or president of the four pri-
mary American medical entomology 
societies, and “head of the Entomology 
Department at the prestigious Walter 
Reed Army Institute of Research, the 
highest position possible for a military 
entomologist.” 

Eldridge, who retired from his 21-year 
military career in 1978, chaired the 
Department of Entomology at Oregon 
State University,  from 1978 to 1986 
before accepting the directorship of the 
UC Mosquito Research Program.  (See 
http://entomology.ucdavis.edu/news/
bruceeldridgemedal.html)

Bruce Eldridge

Bruce Hammock: Distinguished Teaching Award
Bruce Hammock, distinguished professor of entomology, is the recipient of the 

2008 UC Davis Distinguished Teaching Award for Graduate and Professional 
Teaching.

Hammock was nominated for his dedication to his students, his interdisciplin-
ary thrust, and his scienti�c and professional career guidance.

�e award, sponsored by the Academic Senate, will be presented at an awards 
dinner next March. �e date has not been set. 

"Bruce really is a campus icon," said Lynn Kimsey, chair of the Department of 
Entomology. "Despite his international reputation and his many commitments, 
he remains accessible and generously spends hours training and educating stu-
dents and other professionals. He is a role model that we should all emulate." 

“�is award is one of the most prestigious granted on the UC Davis campus and 
recognizes consistent outstanding teaching and commitment to student success,” 
said Krishnan Nambiar, chair of the Academic Senate Distinguished Teaching 
Award Committee. Michael Denison, professor of environmental toxicology, 

nominated Hammock for th award.  
(See http://entomology.ucdavis.edu/
news/cehammockacsenate.html)

Bruce Hammock

Bug Bytes, Summer 2008           7

Frank Zalom received several grants.

How to Donate to Entomology
Here’s how to donate to the UC Davis 

Department of Entomology’s bee biol-
ogy program and the Bohart Museum 
of Entomology.

General information:

Make checks payable to “UC Regents,” 
list the speci�c gi� recipient on the 
subject line  and mail to:

Department of Entomology 
 University of California, Davis 
 One Shields Ave. 
 Davis, CA 95616

Among the funds set up:

Harry H. Laidlaw Jr. Endowment. �is 
adds to the Laidlaw honey bee facility 
endowment. Make checks payable to 
“�e UC Davis Foundation,” with the 

subject line, “Laidlaw Endowment.” 

Honey Bee Research. Funds to the 
“Honeybee Research Program” are used 
to further bee research at the Harry 
H. Laidlaw Jr. Honey Bee Research 
Facility. To donate online, access the 
UC Davis Department of Entomology 
home page (see Quick Links).

Bohart Museum of Entomology. �is 
supports the e�orts of the Bohart 
Museum, which includes a global 
collection of 7 million insects. Make 
checks payable to the UC Regents, with 
“Bohart Museum” in the subject line.

For the complete list, see the UC Davis 
entomology Web site: 
http://entomology.ucdavis.edu. 
Access Quick Links.

Research Grants... 

Research Center Surveillance and 
Research E�orts in Iquitos, Peru,” 
Department of Navy’s Naval Medical 
Research and Development Command

Mussen, Eric: “Stock Enhancement 
Project,” California State Beekeepers’ 
Association

Nichkova-Doseva, Mikaela:  “Analysis 
of Cypermethrin and Simazine Im-
munoassays in Orange Oil Matrix,” 
Synthia LLC

Parrella, Michael: “Development and 
Implementation of IPM/Crop Manage-
ment Strategies for the Environmental 
Horticulture Industry,” USDA Agricul-
tural Research Service (ARS)

Parrella, Michael: “Advancing the 
Adoption of Pest Management Strate-
gies on Cut Flowers Produced in the 
U.S. and Columbia,” American Floral 
Endowment

Rosenheim, Jay: “Impact of Lygus Bug 
on Yield: Plant Responses to Damage,” 
Cotton, Inc.

Scott, �omas: “Gene Strategies for 
Control of Dengue Virus Transmis-
sion,” UC Irvine

Scott, �omas: “Measuring Entomo-
logical Risk in Dengue NIH National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases

Scott, �omas: “Entomological Deter-
minants of Dengue Virus Transmission 
and Disease (also known as Flavivirus 
Infections: Pathenogenesis and Preven-
tion),” University of Massachusetts

Scott, �omas: “Culex pipiens in West 
Nile Virus Transmission,” Sacramento-
Yolo Mosquito and Vector Control 

District, 

Ward, Phillip: “Leaf Litter Arthropods 
of MesoAmerica (LLAMA),” Evergreen 
State College

Ward, Phillip: “Taxonomy, Phylog-
eny, and Biogeography of Spider Ants, 

Genus Leptomyrmex (Hymenoptera: 
Formicidae),” Australian National 
Parks and Wildlife Service 

Ward, Phillip: “Identi�cation Tool to 
Ants: Invasive Ants of the Paci�c Ba-
sin,” USDA Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service

Zalom, Frank: “GC06-Spider Mite 
Control in Vineyards,” UC Agriculture 
and Natural Resources

Zalom, Frank: “Insect and Mite Re-
search,” California Almond Board 

Zalom, Frank: “GC07- Integrating 
Control of Spider Mites, Lea�oppers, 
and Powdery Mildew with Oil Sprays 
in Wine Grapes (Year 2),” UC Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources

Zalom, Frank: “Strawberry Insect and 
Mite Control,” California Strawberry 
Commission 

(continued from page 6)
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A Gathering of Entomologists:  ‘50s and ‘60s Classes Reunite
It was like old times.  

Will Crites of Walnut Creek and Ar-
nold Menke of Bisbee, Ariz., organized  
an entomology reunion for those 
studying or teaching entomology at 
UC Davis in the 1950s and early 1960s. 
Some 55 attended the May 1-2, 2007 
event, held on the UC Davis campus.

“We both began the project a year 
earlier by recalling names of friends 
in the Entomology Department while 
we were there,” Crites said. �e list 
included professors, technicians, un-
dergraduates and graduate students as 
well as o�ce workers.

“In short, we invited everyone that 
had anything to do with the depart-
ment during the period 1950 through 
the mid-1960s,” he said. “With the 
use of the Internet and input of many 
friends, we were able to construct a 
mailing list of about 100 to whom we 
sent invitations.”  

Crites said that one of the several 
highlights was the “gathering in the 
meet-and-greet room at our hotel. �is 
allowed everyone to get over the shock 
of seeing their now older friends and 
catch up on ca-
reers and family.”  

Another high-
light: a luncheon 
the following 
day that paid 
tribute to the late 
Richard Bohart 
(1913-2007) 

“We have been told that there have 
been many class reunions at UC Davis 
but this is the �rst one that included 
everyone from a department spanning 

a number of years,” Crites said. “For 
most attendees, this is the �rst time 
they have enjoyed the company of 
many friends for 50 or more years! �e 
take-home lesson was: we are older 
now, and we have wrinkles....but our 
personalities remain the same!” 

“As I recall, there were about 55 
friends (including some spouses) who 
attended the banquet. Some came from 
as far as South Carolina. Others, who 
were ill, were able to attend only the 
banquet. It must be pointed out that 
four widows of entomologists attend-
ed, attesting to the a�ection we all felt 
for the group and the department.” 

�e entomologists and their spouses 
or friends toured the campus, spent 
considerable time with Lynn Kimsey 
in the Bohart Museum, and listened 
to luncheon speakers from the depart-
ment.

�e banquet that night included a 
warm welcome by Dean Neal Van 
Alfen and other dignitaries. “Randy 
Dunn, entomologist and winemaker 
generously provided his special inky 
cabernet for the banquet--a product 
he sells for more than $100 a bottle,” 
Crites said.  

“All seemed to have a good time and 
judged the event to be a roaring suc-

cess,” Crites said. “As frosting on the 
cake, we were able to provide excess 
funds collected--about $1500--as a 
gi� to the Bohart Museum.” 

“We have been asked by a number of 
friends to do it again. �ere is a good 
chance that we 
will!” 

Crites created and 
set to music a CD 
containing many 
photos taken at 
the event, along 
with tributes to 
professors Bohart 
and Harry Lange (1912-2004). �ose 
interested in obtaining a CD can con-
tact Will Crites at  649 Teak Court, 
Walnut Creek, CA 94598-1730. 
Phone: (915) 938-1291 or bugkiller@
aol.com.

Missing alumni from 1950s through 
1960s: Dave Baerg, Beverly Bartosh 
Robert Browning, Hank Michalk 
Allen O'Berg and Gary Pitman. 

Please contact Will Crites at bugkill-
er@aol.com.

Where Are They Now?

Will Crites (left) and Arnold Menke

Tad Gantenbein

Tina (Bolton) Sharoody

Behind Bug Bytes 
Bug Bytes is a quarterly publication of 
the UC Davis Department of Ento-
mology, One Shields Ave., Davis, CA 
95616.  (http://entomology.ucdavis.
edu) 
Department Chair: Lynn Kimsey 
lskimsey@ucdavis.edu or (530) 752-
0475 
Editor: Kathy Keatley Garvey 
kegarvey@ucdavis.edu or (530) 754-
6894. 
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lead to strategies that increase honey-
bee survival,” said Lynn Kimsey, chair 
of the Department of Entomology and 
director of the Bohart Museum.

Flenniken works with insect viruses 
in the laboratory of professor Raul 
Andino at UCSF. She will continue 
working in the lab and also with 
researchers at the Harry H. Laidlaw Jr. 
Honey Bee Research Facility .

Skilled in multidisciplinary research 
(molecular biology, microbiology, 
chemistry and cell biology), Flenniken 
will focus on the biology of honeybee 
viruses, speci�cally the role of RNA 
interference (RNAi) in the honeybee 
antiviral immune responses. 

“I hypothesize that RNAi can be used 
as an antiviral strategy in honey bees,” 
Flenniken  said.  She will investigate 

Michelle Flenniken...

$100,000 to UC Davis to address the 
bee population decline. �e funds will 
bene�t sustainable pollination re-
search, target colony collapse disorder, 
and help support the post-doc with 
research supplies and conference at-
tendance. (See Häagen-Dazs site: www.
helpthehoneybees.com)

Lester E. Ehler Trades Insect 
Net for Fishing Net
Lester E. “Les” Ehler, who for four decades cham-

pioned the use of natural enemies to control agricul-
tural pests and warned of the dangers of pesticides, 
has traded his insect net for a �shing net. 

Known as the “quintessential biological control 
researcher,” Ehler retired Jan. 3 as an emeritus 
professor. He joined the UC Davis Department of 
Entomology in 1973 as the �rst biological control 
specialist on campus.

During his 34.5-year career at UC Davis, he devel-
oped innovative and environmentally friendly ways 
to manage pests. In his retirement, he is seeking  
innovative ways to manage what’s on the end of his 
�shing pole.  

Ehler continues to be active. He delivered a keynote 
address at the Aug. 23-29 Brazilian Congress of 
Entomology on “Importance of Farmscape Ecol-

ogy in Insect Pest Management.” He also presented a program on 
“Ecological Basis for Managing Armyworms on Alfalfa in Northern 
California.” (See feature story on professor Ehler at http://entomol-
ogy.ucdavis.edu/news/lesterehler.html)

the role of the RNAi machinery in 
virus infection and attempt to limit 
virus production in the bees by prim-
ing their RNAi machinery with viral 
speci�c double-stranded RNA. 

 Flenniken is identifying the viruses 
present in the hives of San Francisco 
Hobby Beekeepers and research col-
laborators. She is investigating seven 
viruses: Kashmir bee virus, deformed 
wing virus, sacbrood virus, acute bee 
paralysis virus, chronic bee paraly-
sis virus, black queen cell virus, and 
Israeli acute paralysis virus. 

A native of Nevada, Iowa, Flenniken 
received her doctorate  in microbi-
ology in 2006 from Montana State 
University, Bozeman.  

She is supported by an A. P. Gian-
nini Foundation Postdoctoral Fel-
lowship (April 2008) for her work in 
RNAi. Häagen-Dazs this year donated  

Michelle Flenniken  

(continued from page 1)

Lester E. Ehler 

(P
ho

to
 b

y 
K

at
hy

 K
ea

tle
y 

G
ar

ve
y)

(P
ho

to
 b

y 
K

im
 F

on
dr

k



Bug Bytes, Summer 2008           6

Ten-lined June beetle

Scores of Research Grants Funded
Here’s a list of entomology research  

awards for �scal year 2008. (Source: 
UC Davis O�ce of Research) 

Carey, James: “�e Biodemography of 
Life Span,”  NIH National Institute  
on Aging

Carey, James: “High-�roughput 
Screening System-Prolongevity Inter-
ventions: Tephritid Fruit Fly,”  
UC Berkeley

Carey, James: “Exceptional Longevity 
in Tephritid Fruit Flies,” Duke Univer-
sity, including Duke Clinical

Cobey, Susan: “Development of Repro-
ductive Technologies to Facilitate the 
Safe International Exchange of Genet-
ics in the Honey Bee,” National  
Honey Board

Cobey, Susan: “Honey Bee Stock Im-
provement Program,” California State 
Beekeepers’ Association

Cobey, Susan: “Start Up Funds for Bee 
Lab,” State of Idaho

Flint, Mary Louise: “Impacts and 
Management of Mediterranean Pine 
Engraver and Red-Haired Bark Beetle 
in Pine in Urban Areas of California,” 
UC Agriculture and Natural Resources

Flint, Mary Louise: “Improved Early 
Detection for the Mediterranean Pine 
Engraver,” USDA Forest Service

Flint, Mary Louise: “Monitoring Inva-
sive Bark and Woodboring Beetles in 
Periurban Forests Following Wild�re,” 
USDA Forest Service

Godfrey, Larry: “Protection of Rice 
from Invertebrate Pests,” California 
Rice Research Board

Godfrey, Larry: “Management of Key 

Cotton Arthropod Pests with Insecti-
cides and Acaricides,” Cotton, Inc.

Hammock, Bruce: “Metabolomic Study 
of Ozone and Nitronaphthalene Toxic-
ity,” NIH National Institute of Environ-
mental Health Sciences

Hammock, Bruce: “Epoxyeicosanoids 
and Renal Vascular Function in Obesity 
and Hypertension,” Medical College of 
Wisconsin 

Hammock, Bruce: “Hydrolytic Enzymes 
in the Metabolism of Toxins,” NIH En-
vironmental Health Sciences

Hammock, Bruce: “Biomarkers of 
Exposure to Hazardous Substances Su-
perfund Basic Research Program,” NIH 
Environmental Health Sciences

Kimsey, Lynn: “Review of the Endemic 
Insects of the Algodones Dunes, Impe-
rial Co., California,” U.S. Department of 
the Interior, Bureau of Land  
Management 

Kimsey, Lynn: “Identi�cation of In-
sects Collected on Scotch Broom in the 
Sierra-Nevada Foothills of California,” 
California Department of Food and 
Agriculture 

Lawler, Sharon (with co-investigators 
J. Piovia-Scott and K. Pope): “Inves-
tigating the Spread and Virulence of 
Chtridiomycosis in a Northern Califor-
nia Amphibian Assemblage,” California 
Department of Fish and Game, through 
the UC Davis Center for Population 
Biology 

Leal, Walter: “SUSPROT-FIPSE Joint 
Consortium Proposal (SUSPROT is 
Sustainable Crop Protection in Agri-
culture; FIPSE is Fund for the Improve-
ment of Post Secondary Education of 

the U.S. Department of Education),” 
Pennsylvania State University (includ-
ing Penn State Research Foundation)

Leal, Walter: “Improving Trapping and 
Mating Disruption of the Navel Or-
angeworm,” California Almond Board 

Leal, Walter: “Securing the Borders: 
Developing Trapping Systems for 
Potential Invaders,” UC of California 
Institute for Mexico and the United 
States (UC Mexus)

Leal, Walter: “Improving Trapping and 
Mating Disruption of the Navel Or-
angeworm,” Paramount Farming Co.

Leal, Walter: “Identi�cation, Synthesis, 
and Field Evaluation of the Sex Phero-
mone from the Ten-lined June Beetle,” 
California Almond Board 

Leal, Walter: “Improving Trapping 
and Mating Disruption of the Navel 
Orangeworm,” Western Pistachio  
Association

Luria, Ayala: “Oxylipin Mediators 
Prevent Smoke-Induced Lung In�am-
mation,” UC Tobacco-Related Disease 
Research Program

Morrisseau, Christophe: “Hydrolytic 
metabolism of RDEA806,” Ardea Bio-
sciences, Inc. (Formerly Intrabiotics 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc.)

Morrison, Amy: “Naval Medical 
(continued on page 7)
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Hillary Thomas Wins $15,000 Biocontrol Research Scholarship
Hillary �omas, doctoral candidate in entomology, 

has received a $15,000 Robert and Peggy van den 
Bosch Memorial Scholarship to support her biologi-
cal control research on a leaf-eating beetle that 
 targets saltcedar. 

�omas, who studies with major professor Frank 
Zalom, won the award for her project, “Impact of 
Host-Plant Preferences on Establishment and E�cacy 
of Diorhabda elongata (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae), 
a Biological Control Agent of Saltcedars.” 

Saltcedar or tamarix (Tamarix spp.),  an aggressive 
and invasive plant that threatens waterways, was 
imported to the United States from the Middle East 
in the 1880s for erosion control and as an ornamen-
tal. As a shrub or small tree, it forms dense thickets, 
displacing native plants and animals. In the western 
United States alone, it impacts several million acres of 
prime riparian land. 

�e saltcedar leaf beetle, native to Central Asia, is a 
natural enemy of the plant.  

Other  UC Davis doctoral candidates winning 
van den Bosch memorial awards: Amanda Hodson 
(Edwin Lewis lab), $10,000; and Yao-Hua Law (Jay 

Rosenheim lab) $5000. In addition, travel awards went to Andrew 
Sutherland (Michael Parrella lab), $1500; and Yao-Hua Law,  $1115.  

Nicholas J. Mills and Kent M. Daane, co-directors of the Center for 
Biological Control, UC Berkeley, coordinate the annual scholarship 
and travel awards programs, initiated in 1979.  

Hillary Thomas with saltcedar. 

Message from the Chair:  Welcome to Bug Bytes... 

Award for Graduate and Professional 
Teaching.  Tom Scott is a newly elected 
fellow of the prestigious American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science. Harry Kaya (2007) and Frank 
Zalom and Michael Parrella (2008) are 
newly elected fellows of the Entomo-
logical Society of America. 

Bruce Eldridge received the inter-
national Harry Hoogstraal Medal for 
Outstanding Achievement in Medical 
Entomology, one of only 15 entomolo-
gists ever to receive the award. Many

of our alumni now chair entomology 
departments at other universities or 
hold higher administrative posts; head 
professional scienti�c organizations; or 
lead teams advancing scienti�c stud-
ies. Fi�y-�ve alumni hold university 
faculty positions.

No small potatoes for a department 
that traces its beginnings back to 1907 
when a UC Berkeley professor lectured 
on white�ies at a farmers’ shortcourse 
in Davis. When we launched our two-
year entomology program in 1913, we 
were just a �eld station. But look at us 

now--we’re the No. 1 topped ranked 
department of entomology in the 
country!

We’re proud of our department and 
what you’ve all contributed. 

Keep in touch! Let us know what 
you’re doing. Please contact myself at 
lskimsey@ucdavis.edu or communica-
tions specialist Kathy Keatley Garvey 
at kegarvey@ucdavis.edu. 

 To receive the newsletter electron-
cially, please send us your e-mail. 

--Lynn Kimsey 

(continued from page 1)
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